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1 DES! I. Pal, in \ op, ky 
conan, know, that he did not 
'S 0 ceale to pray for them, ſince 
E==2 the Day Re he heard of their 
Ter in Chriſt, +and - of the Love which 
y had to all the Saints; and ſignifies 
wiſe the chief Subject of chat conſtant 
ayer Which he made in their Behalf: 1. 
bat: they might be filld with the Num- 
tee of God's Will, in all Wiſdom and ſpiri- 
I Underſtanding. 2. That they might walk 
14 worthy 
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worthy of the Lord, unto al pleafing, beiy 
fruitful in every good Work, and increafing g 
the Knowledge of God. 3. That they u 
be ſtrengtben i with all ſis 


Miz bt, according; 
hit 1 Power. unto all Patience ay and Loy 
ſuffering, * with" Foyfulneſs: : Tis che 115 
theſe that 1 hare Undertaken to enlarge y 
on, that being the Excellency of the Chr 
ſtan Power, the higheſt Attainment, d 
under tlie Influence of the Spirit of Gu 
the Soul * inner Man can riſe to in an 
ſent Prog Perfection; for tis Te 

that we we belt . a, wiſe and ſpiri deb 
derſtanding of the Will of God, 

we walk worthy of the Lord, in a conſta 
Courſe of js Works, and of hoh! 
ving; and then we come to be in 
Diſpolition to be ſtrengthen d with all Mg 
according to bis £lorious Power. 


1. 1 may be proper to conſider, n 
in this Strength or Might of a good d 
{tian does conſiſt. 

II. I ſhall ſhew, that this ſpiritual Stur ig 
and glorious Power, was not a Priviles 
peculiar to the firft Ages of . Chriſtian 
but that it is a Grace mer to mm 


1541 
pats ate ood th; 
7" = ry true. Chriſtians, cre 
the End: of the World. | 
Il. 1 mall lay, before Jo iss of: the 
ws, whereby this! ſpititual Might or in- 
ud Strength of the Soul, may be be obthin d 

t may be proper to conſider, where» 
| 5 Might of) good Uhr- 
n does conſiſt. 3 
Now, this {ſpiritual Might: v was W 
Wh as made. Piety flouriſm in the midſt of 
[ {erereſt Calainities, and oftentimes) c- 
nated the good Chriſtian into 2 glo- 
F Martyr. But there are Parts and De- 
s of this ſpiritual Might, which are 
uratory to the higheſt, and which the 
icrality of Chriſtians are moſt concern'd 
who: may never be calld out to enter 
0 the Stage of great Sufferings, by 
only {ome eu Veſlels, 
jod's ſecret Counſel, are made a _ 
ace to God and holy Angels. 
08 This ſpiritual Strength is ſeen in the 
nment of our . ; not in the 
extinguiſhing of them, as the Pro- 
2 falſe Wiſdom have boaſted, but 


in 
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in reducing them to ſuch' a lou Degree, 
giving them ſuch a Turn and Ply, a8 n 
make them ſubſervient to the Ends of N 
tue, that we may bring them to ſuch a8 
. - Jeftion, and to ſuch à Silence, where 
eaſily hear the faithful Wlliſpen 


the Holy Spit it.. 
It conſiſts in a wiſe and compari 
Contempt of the Things of this Worſd, af 
bar and rational | Undervaluing! of U. 
when ever they dome in Competition le 
thoſe heavenly Advantages which Næv elf 


te 
Cs 


has preſented to nur Faith, with that Me 
of Importarite, and with i that Cotta, 
af obtaining them, as make the Evidenq en 
Things not ſ een. * 
bags It conſiſts in a . prous'. Reſolution, his 
arms the Soul againſt thoſe; 'Penpta 
that frequently occur in this Life; in M 
tuous Obſtinacy of Mind, that will 10. 1 
ſoften d by common Pleaſures, nor be 
come by ordinaty Troubles. ie 
4. It conſiſts in à well. grounded . 2 
dence of being in the Favour of Gol |,, 
a modeſt Aſſurance, thagdus/Providena, » 
take the boſt Gare of us, Lis Light wil - 


J 
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& us his Protection cover us, itt allzthe 
Ws of Duty. A good Chriſtian neter 
Fade to roll himſelf up in his o] Vir 
: n 
| diſguiſe Weakneſs and: Pride, becauſe 
"W-peident Creature cannot be Great, err . 
ub going out of himſelf," and by . 1% ak 
chat Omnipotence to which his 
his Humility'unire him By a 'Confi 
re duly placd in Chriſt, we” Creu- 
Lan adimitted into all the' Powers of hd 
ation; che good Angels, of which he 18 
1 Head, as Our Mediator, are gur ap- 
a ied Minifters and Guard; the Prifies 
ies over which he has triumph'd, are a 
n Empire, and will one Day be tram- 
A der our Beer by being regerieraced 
us Spirit, we are already paſsd from 
1 unto Life; all Chriſt has rg 
1s Blood and Merits, is in a 
Meaſure our certain Inheritance; rank | 
e Virtue of his infallible Projiniſe, and 
| the Power which he exerciſes- at the 
t Hand of God the Father, we may be 
to be already ſet r with Him n N 
Flaces. And, 


ol 


wil 


fo 1 8 


will he forſ⸗ ake hu Inheritance, Plal. 96 


. 
5. 5. 'Ths this Confidence it Chriſt & na 
15ſt us with that Patience and Refa 
0, wherein the main Strength of the ty 
Chriſtian does conſiſt; becauſe he knows; 
what an cxalted State of Glory the Suffe 
ings of this Life directly terid. If ch 8 
World perſecute the Godly, he knows o 
World only. keeps its old Train; that thi, 
m of Babylon will be always an Ef 
my to the City of God; and that the nA. 
Servants of Chriſt can't expe to fare Mor 
ter than their Maſter did: : And therdy 
Bleſſed is the Man whom thou chaſten, 
Lord, and teacheft him in thy Laws, = 
 mayeſt give him Patience in Time of Ad 
ty, until the Pit be digged up for the binn 
for the Lord will noi 72 his People, neit 


12, 13, 14. 

pre: and Aﬀfronts and evil Tres me 
are not eligible in themſelves, but in of 
to a Maſtery over our animal Deſires, 
to a ſupernatural State of Happineſs in 
ther World. They are the Exerciſe of 
Patience, and the peculiar Province of 6 
Vengeance; who will be ſure to repayt A : 
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ks on ihe 20d Hectich, th not as 
ns Paſſions would have him. 
W By this,” you may underſtand ſomething 
e the ſpiritaal Strength of a good Chriſti- 
Mr. whereby he may be ſuperior, not only 
dus Paſſions of the Body, and the Teure 
ons of the World; but to all the Devices 
nd Stratagems, to all the Fbrce and Infults 
= oy infernal Powers: For to him who i 
8 end with Might, accotding to th 
Worious Power of the Goſpel, the Pit and 
Wcſtruction have no Depth, Death has no 
hg, the Grave has no Victory. 
b this, you may diſtinguiſh between ſolid 
* we and wild Enthuſiaſm j between the 
ant Strength of Virtue, and the furi- 
1M «Efforts of Pride or brutiſh Courage ; be- 
een the Caltrineſs of an inſpir d Wiſdom, 
d the Violence of a Dæmoniack, who can 
ak his own Chains aſunder, when he is 
le to reſiſt the leaſt inpulſe of a diſ- 
Nerd Imagination. This may likewiſe con- 
ee you, that the falſe Greatneſs of the 
ot Wind, is nothing but a high Preſumption 
0 mere human Power; the Swellings of 
J don ; the ſhort Fermentations of 
dd and uy” Ka Dominion that 


one 
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one Paſſion may have over. tie reſt ; cr A 
beſt, only a Cluſter of political Virtues, a 
joying a proſperous Seaſon, and a favourall | 
Theatre; but yet are all calculated onl f 
this World, Houriſh with. it, and peril 
with it. 
Having conſiderd ha Bar the rap 
and, Might of a good Chriſtian does confi 
and; what is that 7225 Greatneſs of Mind 
which worldly . Men affect and boaſt o 
come to the + _ me 
Second Thing propos d, viz. To ſhew, ui 
this ſpiritual Might and glorious Power, 
not a Priviledge peculiar to the firſt Ai 
of Chriſtianity ; but that it is a Gracea 
nex'd to the Goſpel, a covenanted Supp 
of inward 24 which the Holy 0 
is ready to afford to all the Succeſſion oft 
Chriſtians, even to the End of the World, 
There was a miraculous Effuſion of f 
Holy Spirit, which was peculiar to the i 
Times of the Goſpel ; but that was in or 
to confirm and propagate: the Chriſtian Me. 
ligion, when the World was entirely HMI“. 
jules agaigft it, and there was no p 
lihood of its gaining upon them, witups u 
ſuch an aſtonyhing Method: So chat ald 
| | extraordi 


xtriordinary Diſpenſarion was principally 
n external Evidence for the Conviction of 
e incredulous ems and Gentiles : Where- 
it is the in ward Operation of the Holy 
pirit, enlightening the Mind, and ſanctify- 
g the Heart and Affections which is the 
bject we are now concern'd abont, and 
ich we declare to be a Priviledge and Grace 
nex'd to the Goſpel in all Times. The 
y Difference ſeems to be this; That in 
me Inſtances this Power did diſcover it {elf 
a more quick and immediate Efficacy in 
firſt Ages, than it does now under the 
ttlement of the Church, and its Eſtabliſh- 
ent in ſeveral Nations; but tho the Ope- 
on be more gradual, yet I doubt not 
tit may come, at laſt, to produce as great 
inward Strength as formerly, when ever 
s duly comply d with, and cheriſh'd as it 
pht to be. My Reaſoris for" it, are theſe: 
. We have the ſame ſpiritual Duties to 
iſe, and therefore why ſhould we not 
e the ſame divine Alfitences afforded 
? We have the ſame Averſeneſs in Ot 
rupt Natures, to thoſe excellent Diſpoſia 
ns which the Goſpel preſcribes; and why 
at e not expect an equal due g 
B 2 ble 


Lal 
ble us to conquer our Reluctances ? We ate 
oblig'd to be humble, and meck, and ſober 
and pure, and charitable, and heavenh 
and yet we are ſurrounded. with Examylelli 
that give but very little Countenance g 
| thoſe Virtues. We have many Tempta 
ons that would carry us into the broad B 
of Life; and upon that Account, we ad: 
foxc'd to quit many conſiderable Friendſhnifffhe 
and many Advantages of this World, Mr. 
we may keep cloſe to our Duty, preſenſiſſe 
and increaſe our Chriſtian Graces : And } 
thing of this can be effected by the PoreMic! 
of our own Nature, by any Principles iert 
are born with us, or any natural Improch: 
ments that we can attain to; it __ ore 
owing to that ſpiritual Might and F 
which we.receive from above. 

2. Thoſe Difficulties which 110 in 
external Circumſtances, 0 often preb 
hard upon us, as they did upon the priſiMtic 
tive Chriftians ; and therefore we maj 
pett the ſame Power and Might. Wel 
bro the whole Tenor of the Næm- Teſtanſit? 
that our Religion was eſpecially calcu]! 1 
for Times of Perſecution ; and it b be 


Mark of the great Wiſdom of its Foulne | 
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Wo make a: ſure Proviſion againſt the Extre+ 
ity of Things; that tho the worſt may 
Wt always happen, yet we might be arm'd 
Mad prepar'd for it. For ſo every true Dif+ 
| ple of Chriſt, who makes a rational Pro- 
on of his Faith, is oblig'd to do it, with 
proſpect of the ſevereſt Perſecutions that 
wy befal him; and tis the moſt funda- 
ental Part of the Covenant that he enters 
to, that he is to endure to the End, tho. 
Wc lay down his Life for the Truth, 
Now, the Church of Chriſt is ſeldom 
Without ſome ſort of Perſecution, in ſome 
n or other of it's Diſperſion, where it is 
cher under a fiery Tryal, or ſubject to 
it Wore lingering Torments, executed with 
u heater Cruelty and Malice; and they who 
ll peruſe the Hiſtories of our modern Mar- 
ore, will find, that many of them had as 
e Feraordinary Aſſiſtances to ſupport their 
prWtience and Reſignation, as the primitive 
ay Wiicrers had: And truly, what poſſible Rea- 
We ip can any one aſſign, why they ſhould 
aut? If they had the fame human Nature 
L Infirmities to be ſupported, and the 
e aAfflictions to contend with, and the 
owe righteous Cauſe to maintain, why 
2 ſhould 


Wi % EP 
ſhould they not have the ſame Power anf 
Might to ſtrengthen them, and to maks 
them more than Conquerors? For to be 
ſure, Chriſt reigns with equal Power and 
Majeſty in Heaven, and is ready to diſpenſe 
his divine Virtue here on Earth, as he fee 
Occaſion ; and extraordinary Occafions, dl 
for extraordinary Support. | 

We are ready to flatter our ſelves, tht 
tis much more eaſy to be Chriſtians now 
than it was in the firſt Ages: In ſome Re 
{petts, this is true; as when we enjoy quit 
Times, and have the Liberty of holdng 
publick Aſſemblies without Diſturbance 
where we may edify and improve in a rig 
Faith, and a ſubſtantial Godlineſs und 
the Exerciſes of a pure Worſhip, and ar 
gular Devotion ; but perhaps we little conl 
der, all this While, that theſe very Pri 
ledges are a ſecret Temptation, that in m 
ny outward Profeſſors, filently undermine 
the very Life of Religion, by making the 
formal and ſecure under mere Pretenc6s* 
Piety, and inclining them to preſume til 
they are good Chriſtians, when they 1 
little or nothing of the Spirit and Power 
Godlineſs in them: When ſome Peopls, 


———— —— 
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Ir a ſecular Deſign, ſhall approach the Al- 
, chiefly from the Obligation of a civil 
Wuty, and upon the Account of that md 
bedience, wherein their Concerns for the 
dvantages of this World, have their, pre- 
alng Force, ſhall ſuppoſe themſelves the 
wing Members of Chriſt, and worthy Re- 
vers of his ſacred Body and Blood: And, 
hen many very wicked People, who die 
ither in Infidelity or Impenitence, are, 
ro want of publick Diſcipline, ſo tender- 


the Church: Theſe Things, I fear, en- 
Wurage many to think it a very eaſy Thing 
" live and die Chriſtians, and that any 
Wmmon Decency of Life, will paſs for 
nſtian Virtue 3 or any quiet or ſtupid 
Waviour, under the Approaches of Death, 
ul go for Chriſtian Reſignation: But, I 
u ppoſe, we all find that there is hardly any. 
Wiftian Virtue that can be duely practis d, 
W 25 it ought to be, without a good Mea» 
re of Selt-denyal ; and that it is in theſe 


ty to a crucify'd Saviour, if ever we ex- 

to reign with him in Heaven: For 
can we be humble, meek, patient, and 
| -- reſign d, 


treated, as if they dy d in the full Peace 


Wi-enyals that we muſt bear a Confor- 


| 
l 
| 
[ 
| 
1 
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relignd, without undergoing and'dipeſty 
many Contradiftions to our natural Dein 
and Paſhons? It is nothing but Policy u 
Artifice, to paſs by Affronts and Conte 
till we have a Scaſon of 1 chen 
but to take em and bear em, as Parti 
our Chriſtian Lot and Portion, and den 
to think of any manner of Revenge, | 
quires à great Subjection of the animal N 
ture to the better Part of us; which 
not obtain d without much Conflict, a 
many an uneaſy Struggle with our Fw 
And ſo likewiſe for the thoughtleſs Perla 
of both Sexes, to go off from this Vanty« 
the World ſo fir, and m ſuch Meaſures 
that they may always keep up a {pin 
Fraine of Mind, a devotional Temper, 
a true Reliſh of heavenly Things: If ti 
once attempt this as they ought, they 
find themſelves oblig' d to ſuch Method 
U as at the firſt _ be very itklom 
them, and require many Acts of Sel 
tyal ; and that they rin take pong 
to urge their Duty upon themſelves, an 
ſtrengthen” and enforce their Refofuti 
before they will be able to make {uct 
babitua and eaſy to them. But all 
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Trades depend; which thoſe who woll 
keep à good Conſcience, muſt renoung, 
tho thereby they bring themſelves to a vey - 
low and mean Condition in this Word- 
They who will take all the Advantages ali.” 
gainſt their Brother, that human Laws w. 
allow them; or they who will behave them 
{elves under Affronts, according to the ba- 
barous Rules of Honour; may as well . 
nounce the Goſpel : And yet, to be fincer 
Chriſtians , ' notwithſtanding ſuch . gr 
Temptations to the contrary, may coſt long 
Perſons, under their preſent Circumſtance 
(eſpecially thoſe Gentlemen of the Sould 
ery, whole Livelihood in a manner df 
pends upon their Character of Honour an 
Courage) as much Self-denyal, as if the 
were to begin their Religion afreſh in 
Heathen Country: And therefore we hu 
Reaſon to conclude, that as great an i 
ward Power and ſpiritual Might muſt a 
company the Goſpel now, as did in form 
Times. . 
But thiralyj, We may very well capt 
the ſame 1 we have the 1at 
Motives and Confiderations, that the i 
— ˙· 5 
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Our Articles of Faith, are the ſame with 
heirs ; the Death, and. Reſurrection, and 
\ſcenſion of Chriſt, and the Promiſe of 
orions Rewards in the other World, as 
ey were their Belief, and Hope, and Me- 
tation; ſo they ought to be ours : ny 
d fome Advantage above us, in being Eye 
. of the principal Matters of F 720, 
"on which our Reli gion is grounded; 00 
| living near thoſe Times wherein theſe 
Wings were freſhly reported and confirm d, 
WT 2 Continuance. of Miracles; yet, in o- 
e Reſpects, we have Tome Adva a- 
ve. them: For we have their T 
Ad with their Blood ; we are Witneſſes 
the long Continuance of that Church, 
ich they ſaw but in its Infancy; we 
ve known many Things fulfll'd; which 
could only believe — be; the ut-: 
Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and the: Jows 
W'ter'd over the World, and ſubſiſting a 
le to this Day, in the ſeveral Ring- 
Ws of the Earth; the Pagan Roman Em- 
FF eocally * accordin g to the Reve- 
ns 0 St. John, Wc. and we have had 
Ong Experience, that the Gates of Hell 
wt prevail againſt the Church of Chriſt. 
05-2 Now, 


Now the: * of a I depends 
much upon | rationgl Perſwaſion, and d 
the Force of proper Motives and A 
ments; omy the Cate of God 
theſe | Motives ſtronger upon our Mink | 
by bringing them offs: our "The oh” 
by quickening our APP prehenfions in p 
Matters, by diſpoſing us to a mon 
cloſe: Attention to them; atid by: mak or 
heavenly Truths delightful to our 8, 
and of thib powerful Aſſiſtance of the! r 
rit, every one is conſcious, who dilipeti hy 
applics himſelf to Meditation and Prapt Yor 
and other appointed Means of grom 4 
firing in the Lord, and in the Power | 
Which leads to the le 
31 2 general Head which I propoſſion 
res To ſhow how this ſpiritual Mad 
and inward Strength, may be obtain f th 
Where, out of an ede that may WE! 
ſaid on this Subject, 1 hall * ſelect ht 
three Things: 
1. That if we would obtain} this 1 
ritual Strength, we mult often medi 
on the — Evidences of our Rel in 
kit no Po a} its eee 
- Arti 


10Ns, 


* A a7 
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nds, aud be blßed repreſent en 
Winds che excellent Defig of the Goſpel. 
1. We muſt be very ſerious arid earn 
dal our Dertidns; for thereby dye a 
ere of ſpiritual Strengen 
Y 3; all the conliderable ARtons of our 
res, we ſhould have that noble Aim” Be- 
dre ue, of doing all to the Glory of God. 


ttength, we muſt often meditate on "the 


= 
- 


nd be often repreſenting © to bur N 
e Doctrines mg Promiſes” of our Reli- 
Jen be erer ſo valuable in themſelves, 
nd important to us, yet tis the Certainty 
them that fills us with Satisfaction, and 


e have for the Truth of our. Religion, 
We as great as the Nature of Religion 
ill bear, ant as our Faith and Conditi- 
in this Life require : And tho! pre 
fe Men be continually ſtarting of Obje- 
os, and every Age of the Church have 


its 


. 
= 
. * 
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5 a great 


1. If we would obtain this ' ſpiritual 


ear Evidences of our Religion; admit 'no 
; Joubts” concerning F its pripcipal : Articles, | 


ires us that Hope and Confidence, which is 
e Strength of the Soul. The Bvidences 
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: its ſubtle and ſhar Adverſaries; yet 
beet Mind, tall upo ee be It 
Matters of Fact, on which __ 
Religion is grounded, may preſerve i 10 Fai 
amidft chem all, b by looking. upon. all the 
Diſputes and Cavillings- as {o. many Tem 
tations to try the Conſtancy of his Belt 
. hiſtical Keaſonings, bold Speculatiqn 
over curious Refinements in Matters 
Religion, will be always flowing fron 
tboſe Heads which have ill Deſigns, « 
have too much Leiſure : But what Fol 
eries muſt; ſuch Attempts appear to 2 
rious and wiſe Chriſtian, who. knows th hy 
the Articles of his Creed, are the Orad 
of God, and the Revelations. of divi 
Wiſdom, and not the Probabilities of hum 
Underſtanding ? And therefore, the moi 
other People of Kea and doubt, the ma 
firmly he believes and practiſes; "1 29d ” hl 
ill Mode of doubting which may. | 
thoſe who love not t he Truth, gre ® rea 
an - Occaſion of taking a nearer View 
the Evidence of his Religion, and fixes hy 1 
upon an everlaſting Foundation. 
The excellent Deſign of the Goh 
thowuphly conlider'd, is a. compleat ss 


— —— — 3. — — ſye 
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. 0 all che Rlaſphemies and Impurati: 
of Falſity and Impoſture; for 5 who 
joys any thing truly of God and his Fer- 
cons, may eaſily diſcern His Image m 
: Holy Scriptures ; and he who loves 
oſs Goodneſs, will a apply himfelf to the 
ontain of Grace, be quickly conſci- 
s of its Power and — LA 
re is nothing more hard to be deceiv'd 
mJ Matters of pure Religion, _ a Pon 
humble Heart. | 
oY The Force and Power — of our Reli- 
Wo, is founded upon the Firmneſs of our 
Wvaſion ; and the Firmneſs of that, de- 
4 & upon our outward and inward Evi- 
nes; and as we meditate upon theſe, 
mare ſtrengthen' d with more and more 
nulleht, according to his glorious Power. 
. We muſt be very ſerious and ears 
n all our Devotions; for thereby we 
be certain of (drawing into our Souls 
beat Degree of ſpiritual Strength. When 
Prayers are right for their Matter and 
en, and are ſent forth by an Heart 
Wit'd for that ſacred Performance, they 
olſen return empty; for Chriſt has given 
on Word and Promiſe for their Suc- 
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1 and we have his own geben 
terceſſion to make it good. 80 le 
the Holy Sacrament being a pe 8 
2 with Prayers and Praiſes, why 
worthily and devoutly receiv d, never; . 
of adding new Strength to the Soul; ih 
tis the heavenly Bread by which ve 
vine Life is nuit d and maintain d, a 
greatly increas d: There we may eig 
all that moral Improvement, which ati 
from good Thoughts, and heavenly ſo 
and pious Reſolutions; and all t 
infus d Bleſſing which God by the Mi 
ry imparts; there we may find that Streu 
which a Soul well employ d and well H 
cis d, attains to; and there we may © 
ceive a more plentiful nme er 
the Grace of Union, whereby we arc fat 
to Immortality, and a glorious Reſnrm 1 
on, are made one Spirit and one Body wh 4 
Chrift. They who find none of theſe f © 
a 
7 


tells, can blame nothing but their 0 
unprepar d Hearts; or if 8 * 
aute themſelves in Any one Sin; 

ſure that one Sin will not Taſte ] 
Religion to grow, nor the ſeveral Pan l 
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| 1 Devotion w hunite into the ian 
- ann gt of their Souls... 117⁰ eu. in 31 
| = conlidetable Actions dfionr:: 
jeg, We ſhould:have. that noble, dim SO: 
of doing all to the of God. 
Il choſe — of which = | 
Jof the ſame Order with this,. r 
mean; they may help to carry on 
ward Comlineſs, and ſome ſecular Ad- 
ges, which may ſerye to keep eep up the 
t State of he World; they may 
Arviſe cauſe ſome Actions to ſhine; ſome- 
e e with a falſe Luſtre, but they cannot: 
nate, they can't ſuſtain a long Courle: 
excellent Virtues, under the. Diſcou - 
ments of the World, and the Ingra- 
ude of thoſe who are benefited by them; 
the pure Deſign. of doing weak and 
Armin the Glory of God, when 
once work d into the Soul, as a Princi- 
W and Reaſon of all its conſiderable Acti- 
, and is the chief Aim and Praſpect 
t 18 continually i in our. View; it puts us 
n a higher ſtand, it raiſes. us above all 
low — ſordid Ends, which the Gene- 
of the World makes after ; it com- 
our Religion into duch a Solidity, 
| D that 


may receive, who . 


| 
| 
. 
| 
| 
| 
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chat it becomes viſible and lovely" to othenj 

it fills us with ſuch a Meaſure d 
inwarit Force and Power, as: ſoon! op 
flows-into .cxcellent Actions; and it gin 

a Duration and Cuntinuance to ſuch Ad. 
ons, becauſe uu work and labour e | 
—_ Weight of: Glory. 
Thus you ſee wherein che Srrengih 
2 ttue Chliſtian conſiſts; and that it 
not any Friviledge peculiar to the firſt Ag 
of Chriſtianity, Var: ſuch a eovenantn 
Grace of the as all true Believe 
apply themſdn 
to thoſe appointed Means, 1 ubich t x 
= obtain it. 
Let us, therefate, Aelalde to live up 
the Honour of the Chriſtian Religion, 
raiſe our Virtues and Duties in {ome Þ 
portion to thoſe Aſſiſtances which God! 
covenanted to give us, and” in which 
\. every Day increaſe, till we oom 
be ſtrengthen d with al * l | 
his glorious Powe. 
And now, my Beloved, 1 dear) 
loved in the Lord, my Joy aud my d 
whom I have greatly long d after, ay 
00, in the Bowels , 4 Zeſus Chriſt; 1 
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take my ea: BUY committing 
ighty, and 


4 you to the Protection of God Alm: 
f 4 bis Son Jeſus Chriſt, ho, I truſt, by 
c Power of his Spirit, will cftablafh you 
nw «toe ruby hich you luv keard from 
une, and perfect au ini that Holineſs, to 
: 15 ik have continually RT yeu, 
by h by Word, aid by Ex, 
I have! aſten declar do unto inn ilthe * 
ole Counſel of God Irhave kept back 
dothing, to my Knowledge, that Was pro- 
table for you, in whatever might concern, 
g ther your Repent an rom ddr Gon, vr — | 
an cowards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Acts xx. 
. 20, 21, 27. 1 have told you of your 
ins, without Satyr or — _ 
Wilh'd you as a Father, bemoan'd you as a 
nend; you have been deterrd from all 
* Ways, by having their e 
d their moſt terrible Conſe ſet 
fore you; and you have been invited to 
manner of virtuous Actions, by 5 
ding their moſt lovely — 
e Light, and by being convincd of i the 
8 of Holine 8, in order to the ſeeing 
- WW ©njozing of God, and of a partaking of 
& 1nheritance of the Saints in Light. 
| D 


* 7 


9 "> 


| 8 | 
I have” not driven vou by Rigors, bye 
have gone: before you in holy Duties; ani 
all who were Chriſts Sheep, Have not fail 
to follo mel: I haue endeavour d to hel 
thoſe. who were tick, to bind up thoſe! 1 
were broken in Hean, and to lead Ile 
who were ſonnd, into all the grłen Puſſ 
of ſpiritual Comfort and Joy. 
In the Years of niy Health, I have dy 
xpounded upcal the? Chureb-Carechiſm, of | 
— ns Goſpels and Epiſtles for the: Holylolh 
and on why of: the Pſalms of David 
and when my often Infirmities made me ł 
conſtatit in the more laborious Exerciſes: 
this; Pulbit, I have ſeldom fail'd in d 
weekly Adminiſtration of the Holy: Sacran 
that moſt myſterious and moſt: — 
of Hour Chriſtian Worſhip'; where 1. 
always ſure of meeting wich the beſt of n 
: Congregation, whoſe Behaviour was on 
by: and reverent, and whoſe Devotion let 
ſo ſincere and ardent, that J hope I ſhall 
able to give an Account of * to! 
Great Lord and Maſter, with Joy and i E 
ultation. hu 
This I can uin fag of my whole (ff 
. gregation at large, that they are molt n, 


a 20 & 
endably| remarkable for their ny of 


chariour in the Service of the Church, 


d for thbir ſerious Attention to What has 
-n 1 deliverd from this Place; vchich has 
been the Obſervation of many emi 


; bt r Perſons who have aſſiſted me in-thib 


4 
4 4 
dub 


zit zi that by a Judgment of Charity, I 
weReaton to nd, that the good Word 


{ God tas chadifoide: more than ordina- 


0 f- Hearts and: Converſa- 


80 chat I have great / Hopes, that 
"the hath begun a good Mart in you, will 
form it, until the Day of Jeſur hilt, e 


m as u in meet. far me 10 think this f vu 


l uy I haue you in my Heart, Phil. c. 
v. 6, 7. And I truſt in God I dall . 
W there ; for tho ny paſtoral 
lation to you, be diſſolrd, yet my ſpi- 
tual Concern, my Prayers, and Interceſ- 


ns for you, ſhall remain; within the lar- 


r Compaſs of my Epiſcopal Care, you ſhall 


mays be a Circle: of my peculiar Tender- 
for your ev Welfare. . X 
= Keep therefore cloſe to the eftabliſh'd 
— where all things are provided for 
u, that may make you wiſe unto Salva- 
and may enable you to perfect Holineſs 
in 


Jo 
= the! Fed | of God — 
Asal to this our Churck, a 
quentiſig gp — 
Duties to: hich: ſhe: Ober Nl ber 50 
ers. vii baht ys ovad 0 0 0 by 
1 As you regard tho Honour oft! CI 190 


and the Quiet: of ydur on oni 


have nothing to do (beſides your pripi 
for, and endeavouring thieit Re- unitn) 1 

thoſe Secte which have ſeparated themſch 
rom our Fnith and Morſbip; and reſt 
ſurd, that what may properly be dl 
auer which the Ghutch-of: Num i 


from our Church, i8 nothing 

pry Dong ' Cruelty, and Superſtition- 
I: =o no new Privcipler' in Govern 
your [Loyalty ;- no falſe Stories 
3 that juſt Venen 


which is due to our moſt Gracious gn 
who takes meefſant Pains to make this 
tion ha ppy, and to ſecure us in the q 
Polleſſion « of our Liberties, Lives, and | 
tunes; for tis à much more difficult 
dertaking to make a good Peace; u 


moſt perplexing Circumſtances, than 


"bg LW and to * b * 
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1 11 
be effected by what is wad "REAL 
Jr. ü but for the 
| there is requir'd all that is mild, am- 
le, Amine, both as to Wiſdom, and as to 
m 
E my Brethren, whatſ oever Things 
"ſh: true, whatſoever Things are honeſt, what- 
J rer Things are juſt, whatſoever Things are 
- We, whatſoever Things are lovely, whatſo- 
bing, are of good Report; if there 
ay Virtue, and if there be any Praiſe, 
"Wk on theſe Things; and, with all Defe- 
x ce to the Great Apoſtle, 


N 
0 


d, and receiv d, and beard, and ſcen in 
do; and the God of Peace ſhall be with 
Phil. e. iv. v. 8, 9. And I pray Gad 
aol e may be fill d with the Knowledee of 

Wil, in all Wiſdom and ſpiritual Under- 
Wing, that you may walk worthy of the 
“to all pleafing, being fruitful in every 
Mork, and increaſing in the Knowledge 
od, ftrengthen'd with all Might, accor- 
0 bis glorious Power. 


for | 
| E. NI 


I ſhall venture 
add, and thoſe Things which you have 
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